
LOBBYISTS AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATE
MODULE 3:



MODULE 3: LOBBYISTS AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE STATE

AIMS OF THIS SECTION

‣ To gain a basic understanding of what lobbyists and 
think tanks are and why understanding them can be 
useful for campaign research.  

‣ To be introduced to some websites and tools that can 
help you find lobbyists. 

‣ To learn how to find donations to political parties and 
financial interests of politicians. 
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WHAT ARE LOBBYISTS?

‣ Lobbying is when an individual or a group tries to persuade someone in parliament or influence the 
government to support a particular policy or campaign. 

‣ Corporate lobbyists represent corporations or the economic interests of a particular group of 
capitalists.  

‣ Lobbying is a huge industry but mostly operates behind closed doors. 

‣ Lobbyists will be intimately connected to the media and be able to greatly influence certain 
narratives.  

‣ Corporations will create an evidence base and lobby indirectly for their interests. For example, 
funding think tanks. This was a common tactic of the tobacco industry.
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WHAT ARE LOBBYISTS?
‣ Industry bodies will keep people with oppositional views 

under great surveillance and strategically intervene with 
counter narratives.  

‣ The lobbying area is a digital one not just face-to-face 
lunches with MPs.  

‣ Relationships are power! There is a common revolving 
door between politicians and capitalist interests.  

‣ Good resource: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/
2014/mar/12/lobbying-10-ways-corprations-influence-
government
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THINK TANKS 

‣ A body of experts providing advice and ideas on 
specific political or economic problems. 

‣ Most think tanks are non-governmental 
organisations, but some are semi-autonomous 
agencies within government or are associated 
with particular political parties or businesses.  

‣ Mostly funded by capitalists (millionaires, 
industry bodies, companies) and some by grants.
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WHY IS IT USEFUL TO RESEARCH LOBBYISTS AND THINK TANKS? 

‣ Know your enemy! 

‣ Understand the power relationships at play.  

‣ Have foresight of what is on the horizon e.g. 
prison expansion.  

‣ Be prepared for common narratives that 
need countering. 
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CASE STUDY: 55 TUFTON STREET 

‣ See: https://desmog.co.uk/55-tufton-street 

‣ Home to a small but influential network of 
libertarian, pro-Brexit think tanks and lobby 
groups, including the UK's principal climate 
science denial group, the Global Warming 
Policy Foundation. 

https://desmog.co.uk/55-tufton-street
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PUBLIC RELATIONS  

‣ Public Relations companies can play a role in providing a 
desirable, acceptable exterior to damaging corporate 
projects. 

‣ Obscuring corporate and government relationships.  

‣ Undermines protest and resistance.  

‣ Spreads misinformation.  

‣ Resource: https://corporatewatch.org/product/whats-
wrong-with-the-public-relations-industry/ 
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HOW TO FIND LOBBYISTS

‣ Powerbase is a free guide to 
networks of power, 
lobbying, public relations 
and the communications 
activities of governments 
and other interests.  

‣ https://powerbase.info

https://powerbase.info
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US LOBBYISTS
‣ https://www.opensecrets.org/Lobby/
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF CONSULTANT LOBBYISTS 

‣ https://registrarofconsultantlobbyists.org.uk/
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF CONSULTANT LOBBYISTS 
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REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ FINANCIAL INTERESTS 

‣ Provides “information about any financial interest which a Member of Parliament has 
which others might reasonably consider to influence his or her actions or words as a 
Member of Parliament.” 

‣ Includes any benefit they receive. 

‣ https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/standards-and-financial-interests/
parliamentary-commissioner-for-standards/registers-of-interests/register-of-
members-financial-interests/
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ELECTORAL COMMISSION 

‣ https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/financial-
reporting 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/financial-reporting
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/financial-reporting

