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AIMS OF THIS SECTION

‣ Learn how to find out what a company does 
as its core business  

‣ Learn how to find out company locations 

‣ Learn how to use Annual Reports in 
researching a company 
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CHOOSING A COMPANY TO PROFILE 

‣ The best way to develop your research skills is by doing it!  

‣ We recommend ‘following along’ with a company that you 
are researching.  

‣ You may already be resisting a company as part of a 
campaign.  

‣ If not, choose a company that interests you. The larger 
companies, like G4S, may be easier to find information on. 
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WHAT DOES THE COMPANY DO? 

‣ Start with the very basics. 

‣ Where is the easiest and most simple place to start to help 
you understand what a company does?  

‣ Look at the company’s website. Read its about page or its 
‘what we do’ page.  

‣ If no website, utilise Companies House and other tools in this 
course. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 

‣ An Annual Report is a company's yearly 
report to shareholders, documenting its 
activities and finances in the previous 
financial year. 

‣ Mostly used by large companies and PLCs.  

‣ Beware of the spin! A report is designed to 
make the company look as good as possible. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 

‣Generally contains a description of what the 
company has been doing and its annual accounts. 

‣Download the company’s annual report from their 
website.  
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UNDERSTAND THE COMPANY’S CORE BUSINESS 

‣What does it sell? 

‣What are its main products, services or business lines?  

‣Does it have any key brands or trademarks?  

‣Don’t assume you know a company’s core business because 
of their front-facing brand. 
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EXAMPLE: G4S
‣ Go to: https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate

https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate
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WHERE IS THE COMPANY BASED? 

‣Where is the company’s head office?  

‣Where are its offices, factories, plants 
etc?  

‣Does the company have other 
offices? 
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WHERE IS THE COMPANY ACTIVE? 

‣ How to find company locations:  

‣ More often than not, company locations can be found on the 
company’s website. 

‣ If not, locations are often listed in Annual Reports.  

‣ If not, you may need to find them through their annual accounts filed 
with Companies House and through mapping their subsidiaries 
(coming later).  

‣ Web searches can also reveal locations. 
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EXAMPLE: G4S
‣ Go to: https://www.g4s.com/en-gb/who-we-are/where-we-

operate 

‣ You can see main public offices are listed: 

https://www.g4s.com/en-gb/who-we-are/where-we-operate
https://www.g4s.com/en-gb/who-we-are/where-we-operate
https://www.g4s.com/en-gb/who-we-are/where-we-operate
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EXAMPLE: G4S GLOBAL LOCATIONS 

‣ Finding their global 
locations: https://
www.g4s.com/who-
we-are/where-we-
operate 

https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate
https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate
https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate
https://www.g4s.com/who-we-are/where-we-operate


MODULE 2: BUILDING A COMPANY PROFILE

FINDING LOCATIONS THROUGH AN ANNUAL REPORT

‣ Open the annual report available to download in this lesson - 
G4S_Integrated_Annual_Report_and_Accounts_2019.pdf 

‣ Go to page 232.  

‣ You can find a list of companies that are part of the G4S group. 

‣ You can also find a list of subsidiaries (more on this soon).  

‣ This is a fast and effective way to find where G4S is working around the 
world from Angola to Zambia - and to get the specific registered addresses 
of the company. 
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EXAMPLE: WRECKERS OF THE EARTH DIRECTORY 
‣ https://corporatewatch.org/wreckers-of-the-earth-london-company-

directory/ 

https://corporatewatch.org/wreckers-of-the-earth-london-company-directory/
https://corporatewatch.org/wreckers-of-the-earth-london-company-directory/
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MEDIA SOURCES OF COMPANY INFORMATION 

‣ Newspapers (local, national, international) 

‣ Business sections and specialist business media 

‣ Local media 

‣ Archives 

‣ Investigative sources e.g. Private Eye, Which? 

‣ Links: https://corporatewatch.org/sources-mainstream-media/

https://corporatewatch.org/sources-mainstream-media/
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OTHER USEFUL SOURCES OF COMPANY INFORMATION 

‣ Investor presentations  

‣ Annual General Meetings  

‣ Internal company documents  

‣ Example: https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/presentations 

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/presentations
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EXAMPLE: OASIS
‣ https://corporatewatch.org/oasis-the-evangelical-

christians-opening-a-childrens-prison/ 

https://corporatewatch.org/oasis-the-evangelical-christians-opening-a-childrens-prison/
https://corporatewatch.org/oasis-the-evangelical-christians-opening-a-childrens-prison/

